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Tuesday, 6 November, 2001, 09:35 GMT  

Art historian is 'huge loss' 

 
Sir Ernst worked at BBC monitoring during World 

War II 

The influential art historian Sir Ernest Gombrich, who 

has died aged 92, is being mourned as a "huge loss" 

to the art world.  

Austrian-born Sir Ernst wrote The Story of Art, one of 

the most successful and widely published books in 

the field.  

Professor Nicholas Mann, 

current director of the 

Warburg Institute, where 

Sir Ernst was the director 

for 17 years, said the art 

world had "suffered a huge 

loss".  

"He was a man who was enormously generous, an 

intellectual and someone who has left behind him a 

great collection of admirers," he said.  

Sir Ernst was born in Vienna in 1909 and came to 

Britain in 1936 to join the Warburg Institute - the 

University of London art history research centre.  

 
He was the greatest art 

historian who has ever lived 

and not just because he was 

a terrific and careful scholar 

 

Sir Christopher Frayling  

 

See also: 

 
30 Oct 01 | Arts 

Royal opening for Tate 

Britain  

23 May 01 | Arts 

Outcry over da Vinci 

restoration plan  

09 Mar 00 | UK Politics 

Harry Potter is MPs' 

choice  

10 Aug 98 | UK 

New honour for Poet 
Laureate  

28 Sep 00 | Europe 

Roman fresco challenges 
art history  

Internet links: 

 
Sir Ernst Gombrich 

The Warburg Institute 

 

The BBC is not responsible 

for the content of external 

internet sites 

Top Arts stories now: 

 
Egypt reclaims stolen 
antiquities  

Record numbers at da 

Vinci exhibition  

Wartime bomb found at 
Bolshoi  

Poetry prize shortlist 

unveiled  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/categories/�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/communicate/�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/whereilive/�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/a-z/�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/business/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/sci/tech/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/education/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/showbiz/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/music/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/film/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/tv_and_radio/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/new_media/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/reviews/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/talking_point/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/audiovideo/default.stm�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/dailyemail/news/�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/services/ticker/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/services/mobile/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/feedback/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/help/default.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/low/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_1640000/1640573.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_1627000/1627492.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_1627000/1627492.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_1346000/1346687.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_1346000/1346687.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/newsid_671000/671589.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/newsid_671000/671589.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/newsid_148000/148710.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/newsid_148000/148710.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_946000/946648.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_946000/946648.stm�
http://www.gombrich.co.uk/�
http://www.sas.ac.uk/warburg/�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_2115000/2115607.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_2115000/2115607.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/wales/newsid_2111000/2111020.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/wales/newsid_2111000/2111020.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_2097000/2097813.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_2097000/2097813.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_2116000/2116202.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/arts/newsid_2116000/2116202.stm�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport/�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/�


He was director of the institute from 1956 till his 

retirement in 1976.  

In 1950 Sir Ernst published the first of 16 editions of 

The Story of Art, which was originally conceived as a 

book for children.  

It surveys the 

development of painting 

and sculpture from 

prehistory to the 

modernist era.  

The book, one of the 

most popular works on 

art ever, has sold six 

million copies worldwide.  

Sir Christopher Frayling, 

rector of the Royal College of Art, hailed him as the 

"greatest art historian" ever.  

"The Story of Art was a book which practising artists 

and designers took as their bible," he said.  

"He will be sadly missed."  

Sir Ernst is also the author of more than 20 other 

works on the art world.  

He is survived by his wife Ilse and their son Richard, 

a professor of Sanskrit at Oxford University.  
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